
Session Blurbs 

“The Editor’s Eye: How To Use Powerful Word Choice and Sentence Structure To Make Your Work Stand 
Out” by Marilyn Brigham 
What do editors look for when line editing?  Marilyn Brigham will show examples of edits she has done, discuss 
how one word change can make a big difference, and give tips for revision and examples of good writing by authors 
she admires. 
 
 “Thinking Visually: The Illustrator as Illuminator” by Kristen Nobles 
The origin of the word illustrate includes wonderful synonyms such as illuminate, make clear, give glory. What 
great phrases to explain the illustrator's role in children's books! As an art director, Kristen Nobles works with 
illustrators to shed light on emotion, clarify story, and ultimately deliver glorious images. She will discuss the 
elements of excellent book illustration including (but not limited to) pacing, character, and style; and share 
Candlewick's process of pairing an illustrator to a text, concluding with a short sketching exercise to get both 
illustrators and writers thinking visually. (Please bring a letter size piece of paper and a pencil or pen– drawing 
talent not necessary to participate.) 
 
“Write Like Your Fingers are on Fire” by Kathi Appelt 
This is Kathi Appelt's motto.  Join her as she invites you to embark upon your own writing journey in such a way 
that by the time you're done those fingers are so hot you have to blow on them to cool them down. 
 
“A Day in the Life of a Children’s Book Editor” by Heather Alexander 
What are writers up against when they submit a manuscript? Assistant editor, Heather Alexander will explain the 
kinds of things she does on a daily basis, giving the audience a better understanding of the editorial process and why 
a really grabby synopsis and general professionalism are key to attracting editors’ attention. 
 
“Here’s the Pitch!” by Rosemary Stimola 
Learn a bit about what agents do, what they don’t do, and how to capture their attention in the current market for 
children’s books. 
 
Breakout Sessions 

“Fearless Teen Fiction:  Combining Passion with Perseverance to Totally Rock Your Young Adult Novel” by 
Laura Bowers 
Are you afraid you’ve lost your inner teen?  Been a while since you’ve last been carded?    Eh, whatever.  Learn 
how to create vivid, authentic teen characters, engaging settings, timeless stories, and have the discipline to put it all 
down on paper. 
 
“Celebrating the Creation of a Picture Book” by Susan Detwiler and Patti Zelch 
What is the relationship of author and illustrator as a picture book is "born?"  How does an editor fit into this 
collaboration?  Patti Zelch and Susan Detwiler will discuss the creative processes that build a picture book and relate 
their experiences as author and illustrator working with an editor. 
 
“Finding Drama In Real Life” by Amy Hansen 
Non-fiction writing has the potential to pull our emotions. We all want to know how to get through life. We want to 
know how other people and other species do it. And we want to answer mysteries. How was the world made? How 
do animals get through the winter? We do not need to make up stuff for it to be exciting. It is exciting. But can you 
find the drama for all the research? That’s the tricky part. Can you keep the story completely accurate, and yet a 
story? When you succeed, you have people cheering. 
 

“Writing Funny” by Katy Kelly 
Nothing is more popular with kids than humor. Whether it’s boys or girls, 8-years-old or 12-years-old, they all love 
to laugh (who doesn’t?). Katy Kelly will discuss how to strike the funny bone, using examples from her laugh-out-
loud series, Lucy Rose, and its companion series, Melonhead. 
 


