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Dear Regional Members, 

 

 I’m pleased to have this opportunity 

to speak to all of our MD/DE/WV 

SCBWI family of writers and 

illustrators.   First of all, my thanks go to 

our newsletter editor, Sarah Maury 

Swan, for all she does to produce “As 

the Eraser Burns” on a quarterly basis.  

It’s a demanding job, and I’m sure she 

appreciates those of you who submit 

articles, announcements, interviews, and 

other ideas to make her job easier.  

 Thank you, also, to Mona Kerby, our 

beloved Regional Advisor for the last 

three years.  She has taught me a lot, but 

her shoes will be hard to fill. Fortunately  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have a wonderful group of planning 

committee members to help me:  Laura 

Shovan, our new Assistant RA; Naomi 

Milliner, our conference critique 

coordinator; Sue Poduska, our new 

listserv moderator; Susan Detwiler, our 

illustrator coordinator; Mary Bowman-

Kruhm, who along with Claudine Wirths 

led our region back in the 1980s; Paula 

Zeller, who gathers all our freebies and 

giveaways along with other duties, and 

Lois Szymanski, our Regional Advisor 

Emeritus to whom we turn for all kinds 

of advice and assistance.  She has put 

together our raffle baskets and designed 

our calendars for the last few years! 

 

 With the change in regional advisors 

will come a change in venues for our 

future conferences.  Our March 6, 2010 

conference will be held at the Unitarian  

Universalist Church of Frederick, a 

great space, all on one level, with easy 
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access from major highways running 

through Frederick, MD.  We are 

finalizing the venue for our July 2010 

conference and will announce that and 

our featured speakers in the next 

newsletter.  Last year we held our first, 

highly successful writing retreat and 

have decided to make that an annual 

event.  This year Laura Shovan is 

spearheading the planning and is aiming 

for the first weekend in December at a 

marvelous location in Lewes, Delaware.  

We intend to move that location from 

year to year in an effort to reach out to  

our more distant members.  Next year 

we’ll look for a good site in West 

Virginia.  

 I’d like to urge you to visit the brand 

new website for the SCBWI 

organization http://www.scbwi.org 

which will have all sorts of new options 

for exploring the member benefits, 

including links to all the regional sites.  

Be sure to keep your membership 

current, so you’ll have member access! 

 

Until the next newsletter, happy writing 

and illustrating… 

Edie Hemingway 
Please see my interview of Edie in this 

newsletter.  Ed 

 

 

MEET EDIE HEMINGWAY,  

OUR NEW REGIONAL 

ADVISOR 
Interviewed by Sarah Maury Swan 

 
 Edie has lots of new things coming her way.  She 

just took over the SCBWI MD/DE/WV 

Regional Adviser’s (RA) duties, but even more exciting is 

her latest book (ROAD TO TATER HILL) 

coming out in September.   

     She lives with her  

husband in a lovely log  

cabin nestled against the  

rocks of Braddock  

Mountain, where she leads workshops on various aspects 

of the craft of writing. 

Q. When did you start writing?   

 A.  In fourth grade I was lucky 

enough to have a published children’s 

author as my teacher who set aside quiet 

writing time for her students each day.  I 

won a writing contest that year and I  

 

 

decided I would become an author.  I 

guess I really became serious about my 

writing in the 1980s when I owned and 

operated a frozen yogurt store and 

worked on a novel whenever business 

was slow.  That novel is still sitting on a 

shelf, but I learned a lot during the 

writing process and actually used some 

scenes from it in my most recent middle 

grade novel, Road to Tater Hill.  It was 

also in the 1980s that I joined SCBWI. 

Q.  What spurs your interest in 

writing?    

 A.  It takes a combination of 

things—old photographs, a setting I 

love, a life experience.  I do observe 

people when I’m waiting somewhere.  I 

don’t necessarily make up stories about 

them, but I love to eavesdrop on 

conversations and jot down phrases, bits 

of dialogue, and descriptions to use for 

characters.  Whenever I travel, I keep a 

detailed journal for future story settings 

and ideas. 

Q. Tell us a little about how you 

write a book.   

 A. If the book I’m working on has an 

historical background, I do enough 

research to get a good start and feel for 

the times.  But I always want to dive into 

writing, too, in order to get to know my 

characters.  If I run into a stumbling 

block, I’ll do more research.  I also like 

http://www.scbwi.org/
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to travel to the places I’m writing about, 

study the lay of the land, learn about the 

climate, the way of life, the foods, the 

trees, etc.  I get out and walk a lot 

around towns, across battlefields, along 

shore lines, and I go back during 

different seasons to see how the place 

changes.  Usually I have an idea of 

where my story is going, but I don’t 

write a formal outline.  Once my 

characters take over, they often end up 

doing things I haven’t planned.  I do 

much more plotting and fleshing out of 

my characters during my second draft. 

Q. Were you published before you 

took the MFA course? 

 A. Yes, I had two published co-

authored books before I earned my MFA 

in writing for children at Spalding 

University in Louisville, Kentucky.  I 

was at a point where I wanted to write 

on my own, and my employer (Carroll 

Community College) was urging me to 

earn a master’s degree.  The MFA 

program was the perfect answer and the 

brief residency aspect (10-day intensive 

residencies at the start of each semester) 

made it possible to attend while still 

working fulltime.  Over the course of 

two years, I completed four semesters 

and five residencies, was exposed to 

countless award-winning authors, 

worked one-on-one with faculty mentors 

(also accomplished children’s authors), 

completed cross-genre assignments in 

creative nonfiction, fiction, poetry, 

screenwriting, and playwriting, and 

established lasting friendships with other 

writers.  The program did require an 

awful lot of self-discipline to complete 

packets of up to 50 pages of work every 

three weeks to send to my faculty 

mentor.  I developed a close connection 

to my mentors.  We still keep in touch 

five years later!  I highly recommend the 

program.  There’s no guarantee of 

publication after completing the degree, 

but I have no doubt it gave my writing 

that extra boost of polish and depth so 

necessary nowadays to get published.  

Along the way, I also discovered a love 

of teaching creative writing, and the 

MFA degree gives me the status and 

ability to teach at the college or graduate 

level and to start up my own series of 

creative writing workshops. 

Q. How did co-authoring books 

work out?   

 A. My co-author, Jacqueline Shields, 

and I successfully completed two books 

together.  Collaboration is not an easy 

task, and we did go through some 

disagreements, or, rather, adjustments to 

our different approaches to writing.  

Once we agreed to be completely honest 

with each other and to write only when 

we were together (in order to avoid 

going off on different tangents), the 

process worked better.  In fact we got to 

know our characters and our stories so 

well, that we can’t look at the books now 

and say, “I wrote this part or she wrote 

that.”  We were equals in the endeavor 

and split the royalties evenly.  I’d say the 

hardest part is sharing ownership of our 

books.  It’s almost like sharing a child.  

Both books (Broken Drum and Rebel 

Hart) were recently licensed by 

Scholastic Book Fairs and have enjoyed 

new lives 10 and 12 years after their 

original publication dates!  I’d say it’s 

inevitable that one or the other of us is 

more available for marketing at different 

times. 

Q. Speaking of marketing, how is the 

marketing going for your new book?   

 A. I’m very excited about the launch 

and marketing of Road to Tater Hill.  

There’s a definite difference in what a 

large publisher like Delacorte Press/ 

Random House Children’s Books, does 

for its list over what smaller, regional 
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publishers are able to do.  They do send 

to all the major reviewers without my 

asking for it.  They also are listing my 

book on their “It’s a First” campaign 

since it’s my first solo novel, and they 

entered it in the “Okra Picks”, which the 

Southern Independent Booksellers 

Association is promoting.  Of course, 

with this current economy I think all 

publishers are cutting back on 

promotional efforts.  Other than that, 

much of the promotion is up to me.  I’ve 

been assigned a publicist who sets up a 

number of book signings, but I am 

responsible for getting myself there.  

Being a member of the Class of 2K9 has 

been a tremendous help with its group 

marketing effort! 

Q.  Tell us a little about your new 

book.  

 A. Road to Tater Hill is a middle 

grade novel, set in the Appalachian 

Mountains of North Carolina during the 

summer of 1963.  Eleven-year-old Annie 

Winters struggles with grief after the 

death of her newborn sister and is 

isolated by her mother’s deepening 

depression.  Left much on her own, 

Annie finds comfort in holding an 

oblong stone she calls her “rock baby” 

and secretly befriends the mysterious 

Miss Eliza McGee, a reclusive mountain 

woman living in an abandoned house 

that folks say once belonged to a 

murderer.  As their friendship grows, 

Miss Eliza helps Annie come to terms 

with her loss, while Annie draws Miss 

Eliza back into the mountain 

community, but only after a crisis 

reveals their unlikely alliance. The 

manuscript began as my creative thesis 

for my MFA degree and then underwent 

several revisions before I submitted the 

first 10 pages for a critique by Michelle 

Poploff, V.P. and Executive Editor of 

Delacorte Press, when she attended our 

SCBWI Conference in July 2006.  A 

year later, she offered me a contract, and 

now two years after signing, it’s about to 

launch! 

Q. What’s your next book about?   

 A.   I’m currently working on 

another middle grade novel set on 

Vinalhaven Island off the coast of 

Maine.  The story was inspired by my 

husband’s and my favorite vacation spot, 

where we love to kayak. 

  
 (I like to think of Edie communing with the ghost 

of Margaret Wise Brown, who had a summer home on 

Vinalhaven Island.  Ed.) 

 
THE LEARNING SIDE 

 
Our SCBWI July Conference 
“Keeping’ It Real” with Coe Booth 

Creating Characters that Connect with Readers 

By Adrienne Vincent Sutton 

 

     Coe Booth knows more than a thing 

or two about creating characters. As the 

author of YA novels Tyrell and Kendra, 

her work has been described as 

“heartbreakingly realistic” and “gritty 

and gripping.” At the July SCBWI 

summer conference she reminded us that 

when characters are well developed, they 

will be remembered long after the reader 

has closed the book. Ms. Coe outlined 

the following five areas writers can use 

to help their characters jump off the 

page: 
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1. THE CHARACTER’S 

THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS 

-Is the character self-reflective? 

Intelligent? If so, use this to 

reveal who he is. If not don’t 

push it. Booth’s title character, 

Tyrell, isn’t really a deep thinker, 

so Booth had to be careful not to 

make her own points and 

observations through him. 

2. THE CHARACTER’S 

THOUGHTS/FEELINGS/ACT

IONS FOR OTHERS 

-Is the character compassionate? 

Cruel? What a character says 

about, or how she reacts to, 

another character reveals 

something about her own 

personality. 

3. THE CHARACTER’S 

SPEECH 

- Consider the character’s word 

choice or how little or how much 

she talks. Let go of your 

vocabulary and become the 

character.  

4.   HOW OTHER 

CHARACTERS TREAT THE 

CHARACTER. 

-Are they nice or mean to 

him/her? Do they shun or include 

him/her?    

5.   WHAT THE AUTHOR SAYS 

(3
RD

 PERSON NARRATIVE) 

-The author is the authoritative 

voice, establishing everything 

factual about the characters, 

scene, etc. 

 

Ms. Booth also advises: 

1.  Make all of your characters real.  

2. Try not to use clichéd characters 

3. Tap into your younger self.  

4. Re-read childhood favorites.  

5.Get a notebook, go out and record 

real-life observations.  

6.Get familiar with child psychology.  

7.Don’t feel the need to know 

everything about your character 

upfront.  

8.Put characters before the plot. 

9. Be subtle. Pace your writing.  

10. Keep writing! 
Adrienne is a former copywriter currently courting agents for her first book--a middle-grade novel—and 

working on a YA novel. When  not writing, she’s trying to keep up with her five and three year old girls, 

reading anything she can get her hands on, beating herself up at the gym, or (sigh! hanging her head in 

shame) watching a reality t.v. shows. 
 

CONFERENCE BITS AND PIECES 

By Sarah Maury Swan 

Photos by Karen Jo Kresge 
     

     As usual, the July MD/DE/WV 

regional conference was packed full of 

interesting speakers spouting words of 

wisdom and giving good advice during 

critique and “breakout” sessions.  What 

better than to have Mr. Purple Crayon 

himself—Harold Underdown—go over 

your manuscript and tell you ways to 

improve it?           

    Lita Judge told us how 

she became an illustrator 

after getting degrees in Paleontology; 

her husband took her to the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York City.  She 

saw the paintings, gasped, and said, “Oh, 

this is what I was meant to do.”                        

    What a clever husband.  

  I was sorry to miss part of Art Director 

Patrick Collins’ talk about how 

to put together a picture book, 

but I did hear how hard it is to 

get just the jacket art right.  
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Karen Jo wrote down this piece of 

advice: a good web portfolio gallery 

showcasing an illustrator’s work should 

only have about10 images on it. 

 The images should be easy to find with 

immediate access.  He said a blog is 

okay, however, “an art director doesn’t 

have time to scroll down very far.” Keep 

the web site up to date with only the 

very best pieces; removing work as work 

is added. 

    Karen Jo was also impressed by Mary 

Amato’s speech and wanted to share a 

quote from her:  “See the meaning in 

details of your day and the details of 

your day will 

have meaning.” 

     The camaraderie was again special, 

giving people chances to make new 

friends, start critique groups, or renew 

acquaintanceships. And listening to the 

Longstockings critique group talk about 

how they inspire each other to write the 

best books possible was an inspiration in 

itself.                                  

     Conferences are worth the money if 

for no other reason than to develop 

industry contacts.    

 

 

ILLUSTRATOR’S SHOWCASE 
     Our region is blessed with lots of talented writers, 

but equally blessed with exceptional illustrators.  Your 

editor is hoping to include copies of our illustrators’ 

work and any little tidbits of news you wish to share.  

Starting us off is Susan Detwiller with pictures from her 

picture book One Wolf Howls, a counting and calendar book, 

which also has lots of information about wolves.  Scotti 

Cohn is the lucky author to have Susan do her 

illustrations. 
      

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Writer’s Side
 

One way to get to know an agent or editor is to learn about his or her interests outside children’s literature.  I asked several 

people at the July MD/DE/WV regional conference to interview speakers.  Other interviews will appear in subsequent 

issues. Ed.

 

Sean McCarthy, Assistant Agent 

Sheldon Fogelman Agency, Inc. 

Interviewed by Mark Herr 
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1-What are your favorite all time 

movies? 
My favorite movie is “Yellow 

Submarine” featuring the animated 

Beatles.  It was the only VHS tape we 

owned when I was little and every time 

that I stayed home sick from school, I 

watched it.  More recently, I’m a big fan 

of Wes Anderson and the Cohen 

brothers.      

2-Are you sports fan?  Any favorite 

teams? 
I love most sports, particularly baseball 

and football.  My favorite teams are the 

New York Mets (baseball) and the New 

York Jets (football), both perennial 

losers and disappointment artists, but I 

can’t help myself from rooting for them.  

3-If you could see any band from any 

time period perform live, who would it 

be? 

Nirvana holds a special place in my 

heart, and I never got the chance to see 

them live, so they’re probably my first 

choice.  I also would have loved to have 

been in the audience for Johnny Cash’s 

concert at Folsom Prison in 1968 

(although preferably not as inmate!).  

4-Do you prefer cats or dogs?  Any 

animals turn you off no matter how 

sympathetic? 
I don’t have any animal-related phobias, 

and I think that given the right 

personality and voice, any animal can be 

kid-friendly (compare Mo Willems’s 

NAKED MOLE RAT GETS DRESSED 

to the actual creature for a great 

example).  I am definitely a cat person, 

and woefully uninformed about specific 

characteristics of differing dog breeds. 

5-Your house is on fire and all of the 

living things are out.  If you could save 

three things, what would they be? 
The foul ball I “caught” at a Mets game 

(it actually rolled under my seat and into 

my feet, but still). My road bike.  It 

makes me smile every time I go for a 

ride. My books (you don’t expect me to 

choose just one book, right?) 

6-Do you have any pet peeves?  What 

do typos say to you? 

I am a stickler on typos, especially 

within the first 15 pages.  I’m expecting 

those initial pages to be nearly flawless 

in terms of grammar and spelling.  

Typos don’t necessarily “say” anything 

about the quality of your work, but they 

do distract me from your story and your 

characters.  As for pet peeves, please 

make sure that every page is numbered, 

and your full contact information is 

listed on the first page of the manuscript. 

 7-Do you enjoy reading things with 

settings new to you or do you enjoy 

the familiar? 

I’m always looking for something that 

I’ve never seen before, be it a setting, 

voice, or plot.  If the setting is familiar, 

then I’m expecting to see it in a manner 

that totally changes my expectations of 

it.     

8-Were you raised in an urban, 

suburban or rural environment? 

I was raised in the suburbs of New York 

City, but for the past 7 years I’ve lived in 

urban environments (Minneapolis and 

New York City).  I tend to feel more 

relaxed crowded on a subway train than 

I do in wide open spaces, so I don’t think 

I’ll be moving back to the suburbs soon. 

9-What are your favorite children 

books of all time? 
My favorite books as a child are some of 

my favorite books still today, such as 

MY FATHER’S DRAGON by Ruth 

Stiles Gannett and everything by Roald 

Dahl.  More recently, I think Adam 

Rex’s THE TRUE MEANING OF 

SMEKDAY and M.T. Anderson’s 

OCTAVIAN NOTHING series are 

simply awesome. 
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Mark Herr is currently working on a YA novel entitled SEARCHING FOR THE SHEPHERD. 
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